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Do You Own a Cape Cod Vacation Rental Home?  
Do You Want an Easier Worry-Free Experience In Managing Your Rentals? 

We Are Here To Help!
We Provide Complete Property and Vacation Rental Management For Cape Cod Homeowners. 

We Are Local, Professional and Will Manage Every Detail.
Just Look For Our “Little Green Signs” All Over The Cape!  

We can’t wait to meet you! Contact us!  508-432-0900  
• Bookings@NewEnglandVacationRentals.com  • NewEnglandVacationRentals.com

The Bald 
Eagles Of 

Bell’s Neck
by Jennifer Sexton-Riley
	 The	idea	of	a	bald	eagle	in	flight,	its	dark	
wingspan	and	dramatic	white	head	shin-
ing	against	a	blue	sky,	conjures	up	many	
images.	Fierce	beauty.	Natural	grace.	Free-
dom	to	soar	among	the	clouds	and	majestic	
peaks	of	some	remote	mountain	range.	The	
bald	eagle	does	not	necessarily	conjure	
up	images	of	Harwich.	\	 That’s	 exactly	
where	many	local	photographers	and	bird	
aficionados	 have	 gathered,	 however,	 to	

Continued on Page 23

Bald eagles have become a common sight in the Bell’s Neck area. DIANE LOMBA PHOTOS

The profile of a flying bald eagle is hard to mistake.  A pair of bald eagles perch in a tree at the Bell’s Neck Conservation Lands. 

A bald eagle soars over Harwich. 

Storm Dislodges 
Church Bell

by William F. Galvin
	 HARWICH	 PORT	 –	 The	 strength	 of	 the	 Oct.	 27	
nor’easter	shook	more	than	a	few	wind	chimes	across	the	
Cape.	It	also	rattled	the	3,000-pound	bell	that	has	hung	
in	the	Pilgrim	Congregational	Church	belfry	for	the	past	
165	years.

	 The	hurricane-force	winds	that	pounded	the	Cape	shook	
loose	a	couple	of	rusted	bolts,	knocking	the	bell	from	a	
portion	of	its	cradle	and	cutting	into	the	belfry	floor	of	
the	1854	church.	
	 The	strength	of	the	floor	held	the	weight	of	the	bell,	
but	the	heavy	rain	that	accompanied	the	storm	took	its	
toll	on	the	historic	church.	Church	trustee	Dick	Smith,	

The bell in the Pilgrim Congregational Church in Harwich Port rests on 
the floor of the belfry after being dislodged by high winds and failing 
bolts during the Oct. 27 nor’easter.  COURTESY PHOTO
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Select Board Opposes Taking 
On Airport Commission Role
by Alan Pollock

CHATHAM — A proposal to have the 
select board take over as airport commis-
sioners won’t fly, board members said 
Tuesday.
 Airport critic David Bixby advocates 
having the select board take on the authority 
of the airport commission, which he said 
would allow it to assert more control over 
the management and long-term planning at 

the airport. Bixby and the West Chatham 
Association brought the proposal to the 
charter review committee, which sought 
the select board’s opinion on the idea. In 
an eight-point letter drafted by member 
Dean Nicastro, the board urged the charter 
committee to reject the plan.
 Bixby said the airport has grown as a 
result of a disconnected planning process 

Continued on Page 23

Plane, Pilot Missing As 
Coast Guard Suspends Search
by Ryan Bray
 Officials in Chatham, Harwich and 
Orleans spent almost two days assisting 
the Coast Guard in its search for a small 
plane that was reported missing late Sunday 
night. But what happened to the vessel 
and its pilot was still unknown as of late 
Tuesday.

The Coast Guard suspended its search 
Tuesday for 67-year-old Roger Mills, who 

was reported missing by a friend after the 
plane he was operating failed to land as 
scheduled at Chatham Municipal Airport. 
 Coast Guard Petty Officer Briana Carter 
confirmed Tuesday that Mills was the 
owner and operator of the plane. Mills is 
a resident of Woburn, according to docu-
mentation filed with the Federal Aviation 
Administration.

A large tree on Shore Road across from Chatham Bars Inn succumbed to the heavy winds during last week’s nor’easter. Some areas lost power for as long as four days after hurricane-force winds swept through the region 
downing trees and utility lines. See page 7 for a story and more photos. TIM WOOD PHOTO 

Nor’easter
Batters Region

A Little About Our Independence From Publisher Henry C. Hyora

In 1965 a group of community-minded 
individuals published the first issue of this 

newspaper. Today, over five decades later, The 
Cape Cod Chronicle is the last independent 
newspaper in this part of the Cape with a staff 
that actually lives and shops in our area. 
 Our growing circulation on the Lower Cape 
is a testament to our readers, both year-round 
residents and second home owners, who want 
comprehensive local coverage as well as fair 
and accurate reporting. We include the towns 
of Chatham, Harwich and Orleans legal ads 
weekly. We have spirited letters and in-depth 
school and area sporting events coverage. In 
the summer, we cover the local Cape League 
Baseball teams. 
 We hope you will consider joining the 
Chronicle family. Let our professional and 
knowledgeable marketing consultants create 
a plan to address your unique business goals. 
As a multi-platform media company let our 
advertising department help you meet your 
business goals.  In this media kit find a complete 
list of special sections, social media, weekly 
features, online and email opportunities that 
can help your business grow.

Yours truly, Henry C. Hyora

Our goal at the Cape Cod Chronicle is to provide the most complete coverage of Chatham, Harwich and Orleans as possible. We try to publish as 
many news items and announcements about local events and people as space allows. By following these guidelines, you will make it easier for us to 
process your news item and increase the chance that it will be published.  Items can be submitted through our website, too.
 
The Chronicle covers the communities of Chatham, Harwich and Orleans; news from these towns receives priority. Because of space limitation 
we often can’t publish every news release we receive. Items of interest to residents from surrounding towns will run on a space available basis.  

Community News/Press Releases: These are items about events or accomplishments, such as theater productions, fundraisers, lectures, 
meetings, awards and other announcements of interest to the community at large. We recognize the importance of publishing these items as a 
service to our readers. Student news, business shorts, letters to the editor, engagements and weddings are run as space allows. Send to Tim 
Wood at twood@capecodchronicle.com or call 508-348-5101. Deadline: Fridays by 5 pm.        

Regular meetings, lectures, classes, and church news are published in the Almanac. Send to Terri Adamsons at
terri@capecodchronicle.com or call 508-348-5110. Deadline is Monday before publication.

ArtCast: Theater, music and other performing arts listings are included in our ArtCast column. Please submit information to Jennifer Sexton-
Riley at Jen@capecodchronicle.com. Deadline is the Friday before publication.

Entertainment listings and gallery events run in the Entertainment Sampler and are reserved for contract advertisers. Please send details 
and a photo or two to Natalie Davis at natalie@capecodchronicle.com or call 508-348-5109 by Friday at 5 pm. 

Military News is published in the Memorial Day, Independence Day and Veterans Day issues annually and include servicemen from Chatham, 
Harwich and Orleans, where they are deployed, their branch of service and a photo. Send information about your loved one serving to Deb 
DeCosta at debbie@capecodchronicle.com or call 508-348-5106.

Obituaries are paid ads and run on a separate page each week. They need to be prepaid or billed to a funeral home. Contact Justin Alex at 
justin@capecodchronicle.com or call 508-348-5108. Deadline:  Monday at 5pm. 

Parting Shots: E-mail photos and captions of open houses, anniversaries, community activities and other events to
amyt@capecodchronicle.com. Photos can also be dropped off or mailed to The Chronicle’s office at  
60C Munson Meeting Way, Chatham.

Letters should be submitted Friday prior to publication to twood@capecodchronicle.com. Please keep to 250 words.

Digital Submissions: Send via email, thumb drive or disk. Email is preferred, pasted into the body of the message rather than sent as an 
attachment. If you need to attach it send as a Word document in Windows format. Items created on a Mac should be converted to PC format 
before sending. Please include a contact name and telephone number. Stick to the facts and keep it short, no more than two or three paragraphs.  

Photographs: Submission of appropriate photographs with news releases are welcome. Please add photos as attachments. Color or black and 
white prints and digital photographs accepted. Digital images should be 300dpi or larger. We cannot guarantee return of prints. 

“My news item wasn’t in the paper!”  There could be several reasons your item wasn’t published. It may have missed the deadline, or held 
due to lack of space. It may run in a future edition. Unfortunately, we cannot guarantee that we will publish every item received. The only 
guarantee you have is to purchase an ad!

Community News Guidelines


