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by Ed Maroney
 ORLEANS — When Eastham historian and selectman 
Donald Sparrow died in 2014, his obituary listed many 
accomplishments but stressed that “(h)e was most proud 
that his grandchildren were the 13th generation to attend 
school in Eastham.”
 Now Perry and Maya Sparrow, the brother and sister 
co-owners of the Hot Chocolate Sparrow, have helped 
eight of the cafe’s seasonal workers sink their own roots 
into Cape Cod soil.
 For many years, local employers have added staff  in 
the summer by welcoming workers from other countries 
under the H2B visa program, which allows for seasonal 
stays. “The visa process has been getting harder and 
harder each year,” Perry Sparrow said in an interview. 
“There was uncertainty not knowing if we’d have a full 
workforce, a lot of stress and anxiety.”

Native Cape Codders 
Help Seasonal Workers 

Put Down Roots

Continued on Page 22

Continued on Page 22 Clockwise from top left: Ben and Jeny Tamayo, Raul and Yolanda Tamayo, 
Yazel and Smart Tamayo with baby Ysaiah; Sheldon Stephenson; Ismail 
Kundev; Raul Espinosa, Paul Espinosa and Kim Baldivino with baby 
Kira. COURTESY PHOTO
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by Alan Pollock
 CHATHAM — Treating it like an idea straight out of left 
fi eld – literally – voters gathered at Veterans Field for Saturday’s 
special town meeting summarily rejected a zoning bylaw change 
linked to the redevelopment of the Monomoy Theatre property.
 Seated in the baseball fi eld facing the outfi eld, voters could 
imagine the project that would have created 24 condominium 
units on the property next door, just behind the scoreboard.
 It took voters just 36 minutes to unanimously reject the zoning 
bylaw amendment.  It likely would have taken less time than 
that, had they not several minutes discussing – and ultimately 
rejecting – a motion that would have sent the proposal back to 
the planning board for revision.
 Voters were worried about the density and traffi  c that the 
project would create, and without any guarantee that a restored 
theater building would ever operate the way Monomoy Theatre 

Socially-distanced voters raise their larger-than-normal voting cards to be counted 
by the moderator.  ALAN POLLOCK PHOTOS

Town Moderator William Litchfi eld swears in town meet-
ing volunteers prior to Saturday’s outdoor session at 
Veterans Field.

Resident Bob Hessler addresses the meeting.

A Little About Our Independence From Publisher Henry C. Hyora

In 1965 a group of community-minded 
individuals published the fi rst issue of this 

newspaper. Today, over fi ve decades later, The 
Cape Cod Chronicle is the last independent 
newspaper in this part of the Cape with a staff  
that actually lives and shops in our area. 
 Our growing circulation on the Lower Cape 
is a testament to our readers, both year-round 
residents and second home owners, who want 
comprehensive local coverage as well as fair 
and accurate reporting. We include the towns 
of Chatham, Harwich and Orleans legal ads 
weekly. We have spirited letters and in-depth 
school and area sporting events coverage. In 
the summer, we cover the local Cape League 
Baseball teams. 
 We hope you will consider joining the 
Chronicle family. Let our professional and 
knowledgeable marketing consultants create 
a plan to address your unique business goals. 
As a multi-platform media company let our 
advertising department help you meet your 
business goals.  In this media kit fi nd a complete 
list of special sections, weekly features, online 
and email opportunities that can help your 
business grow.

Yours truly, Henry C. Hyora
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by William F. Galvin
HARWICH —  The pandemic has hit the performing 

arts hard. With the ability to put on shows and classes now 
limited, the Cape Cod Theatre Company/Harwich Junior 
Theatre revenues were down by $475,000 last year.

“We have to re-invent ourselves,” said Rob Zapple, a 
member of the theater’s board of directors and a long-
time guest director. It became clear alternative space was 
needed to accomplish that goal, he said, and the board of 
directors agreed to pursue a temporary outdoor theater in 
a section of the back parking lot of its property at Willow 
and Division streets in West Harwich.  

Now celebrating its 70th anniversary, the Harwich Junior 
Theatre got its start in the former Exchange building in 
Harwich Center 70 years ago with the goal of developing 
and nurturing a lifelong love of the performing arts. The 

Exchange building is gone, but the theater company’s 
mission remains strong.

The COVID-19 pandemic created some serious chal-
lengers for the organization, according to Director of 
Education and Community Outreach Tammy Harper. The 
2019 budget was $700,000, covering expenses and staff 
salaries, Harper said. Staff salaries were cut and some 
staff members were laid off. The theater has been able 
to survive only because the generosity of the Harwich 
community, greater Cape community and grants, she said. 
Classes and performances have been held online, with some 
socially distant classes this fall at the HJT Arts Center on 
Sisson Road, which is leased from the town. Harper said 
the theater remains committed to serving the community 

In Scramble For 
Vaccine, Seniors 

Risk Getting 
Left Behind

by Alan Pollock
The faltering roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccine to resi-

dents 75 and older this week has left many senior citizens 
aching from a dose of frustration.

As of early this week, state officials were urging people 
to visit www.mass.gov/CovidVaccine to check their 
eligibility to receive the vaccine, to choose a convenient 
clinic, and to sign up for an appointment. But many seniors 
report having trouble navigating the site, and ultimately 
being unable to find available appointments. State officials 
blame the vaccine supply, which is still extremely limited, 
but they admit that communication has been lacking.

“It was a very frustrating day. We know that,” Gov. 
Charlie Baker said last Thursday, the day after the site 
registration site was opened to seniors. “Right now there’s 
obviously a high demand for a limited number of appoint-
ments,” he said.

HJT Plans Outdoor Stage At West Harwich Theater

Sunlight ignites the Saquatucket Harbor channel on cold winter day. WILLIAM F. GALVIN PHOTO

Cold Storage

The Cape Cod Theatre Company/Harwich Junior Theatre building on 
Division Street. Theater officials plan to build an outdoor stage next to 
the theater to accommodate performances during COVID-19 times. 

FILE PHOTO 

Our goal at the Cape Cod Chronicle is to provide the most complete coverage of Chatham, Harwich and Orleans as possible. We try to 
publish as many news items and announcements about local events and people as space allows. By following these guidelines, you will 
make it easier for us to process your news item and increase the chance that it will be published.  Items can be submitted on our website too.

The Chronicle covers the communities of Chatham, Harwich and Orleans; news from these towns receives priority. Because of space 
limitation we often can’t publish every news release we receive. Items of interest to residents from surrounding towns will run on a 
space available basis. 

Community News/Press Releases: These are items about events or accomplishments, such as theater productions, fundraisers, 
lectures, meetings, awards and other announcements of interest to the community at large. We recognize the importance of 
publishing these items as a service to our readers. Student news, business shorts, letters to the editor, engagements and weddings
are run as space allows. Send to Tim Wood at twood@capecodchronicle.com or call 508-348-5101. Deadline: Fridays by 5 pm.        

Regular meetings, lectures, classes, and church news are published in the Almanac. Send to  Terri Adamsons at
terri@capecodchronicle.com or call 508-348-5110 at least two weeks prior to the event.

Entertainment listings and gallery events run in the Entertainment Sampler and are reserved for contract advertisers. Please send 
details and a photo or two to Natalie Davis at natalie@capecodchronicle.com or call 508-348-5109 by Friday at 5 pm. 

Military News is published in the Memorial Day, Independence Day and Veterans Day issues annually and include servicemen from 
Chatham, Harwich and Orleans, where they are deployed, their branch of service and a photo. Send information about your loved 
one serving to Deb DeCosta at debbie@capecodchronicle.com or call 508-348-5106.

Obituaries are paid ads and run on a separate page each week. They need to be prepaid or billed to a funeral home. Contact Justin 
Alex at justin@capecodchronicle.com or call 508-348-5108. Deadline:  Monday at 5pm. 

Parting Shots: E-mail photos and captions of open houses, anniversaries, community activities and other events to
amyt@capecodchronicle.com. Photos can also be dropped off  or mailed to The Chronicle’s offi  ce at 
60C Munson Meeting Way, Chatham.

Letters should be submitted Friday prior to publication to twood@capecodchronicle.com. Please keep to 250 words.

Digital Submissions: Send via email, thumb drive or disk. Email is preferred, pasted into the body of the message rather than sent 
as an attachment. If you need to attach it send as a Word document in Windows format. Items created on a Mac should be converted 
to PC format before sending. Please include a contact name and telephone number. Stick to the facts and keep it short, no more than 
two or three paragraphs.  

Photographs: Submission of appropriate photographs with news releases are welcome. Please add photos as attachments. Color or 
black and white prints and digital photographs accepted. Digital images should be 300dpi or larger. We cannot guarantee return of 
prints. 

“My news item wasn’t in the paper!”  There could be several reasons your item wasn’t published. It may have missed the deadline, 
or held due to lack of space. It may run in a future edition. Unfortunately, we cannot guarantee that we will publish every item 
received. The only guarantee you have is to purchase an ad!

Community News Guidelines


