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by Tim Wood
CHATHAM – Is it time, once again, to 

look into building a municipal swimming 

pool? The parks and recreation commission 

thinks so.
The last proposal for a town swimming 

pool was 15 years ago, when two pools 

were part of the first plan to renovate the 

Main Street School into a community 

center. The plan was voted down at the 

2004 annual town meeting, with opposition 

to the pools, especially the cost, a major 

factor.
In recent meetings, commissioners have 

talked about the possibility of reexamin-

ing a town pool in conjunction with plans 

underway to build a new senior center on 

town land off Middle Road. Selectman 

Cory Metters, the liaison to the parks and 

recreation commission, warned that throw-

ing a pool into the senior center discussion 

“could be very divisive.”

“I don’t want to muddy the water to 

deter from a COA facility being built in a 

timely manner,” he said at last Tuesday’s 

parks and recreation commission meeting.

Commissioners agreed, saying they see 

a new senior center as the greater need, but 

still wanted to explore the idea.

“There’s no harm it putting it out there, 

starting the conversation,” said Chairman 

Meredith Fry.
Commissioners agreed to set up a meet-

ing with COA officials to discuss the topic.

The town recently hired a firm to design 

a new senior center and an owner’s project 

manager to oversee the process. That fol-

lows a space needs study conducted by the 

COA which recommended a 14,000- to 

16,000-square foot facility to replace the 

current 8,600-square-foot senior center on 

Stony Hill Road. A survey conducted by 

the COA found that as the town’s popu-

lation continues to age, the senior center 

will be called on to provide more services 

and activities than can be accommodated 

in the current building, which is already 

too small.
The 2.4 acre site on Middle Road identi-

fied by selectmen as the best location for a 

new senior center would likely have space 

for a pool, either in a separate building or 

Continued on Page 23

by Tim Wood
CHATHAM – A former finance com-

mittee member is urging the board of 

selectmen to “think outside the box” 

and impose a moratorium on tear downs 

to prevent developers from converting 

more affordable year-round housing to 

expensive summer homes. Doing so could 

provide more opportunities for families to 

remain in town and stem declining school 

enrollment, which is playing havoc with 

the budget process.

Roslyn Coleman also suggested that of-

ficials find a way to use more than $155,000 

in savings from a decrease in the town’s 

share of next year’s Monomoy Regional 

School District budget to save the jobs of 

teachers slated to be cut under the spending 

plan.
“I don’t like to see teachers lose their 

jobs,” she said.
Superintendent of Schools Scott Car-

Could Demo Ban Boost 

School Enrollment?
by Kat Szmit

HARWICH - After eight months, the 

teachers in the Monomoy Regional School 

District have a ratified contract agreement. 

The announcement came during Tues-

day night’s school committee meeting, 

the only local meeting not canceled due 

to inclement weather, with a unanimous 

vote of approval from the school commit-

tee affirming the agreement. 

The new agreement, which is retroac-

tively effective July 1 and expires June 30, 

2021, included 2 percent salary increases 

for each of its three years, as well as 

changes to benefits and work hours and 

officially returns the Jawsome Hour to 

the schedule at Monomoy Regional High 

School.
The 25-minute block had a trial run 

during the 2017-2018 school year with 

success but was removed from the school 

New Contract Approved 

For Monomoy Educators

Continued on Page 23

Continued on Page 23

Orleans Forum: Dredging Critical - Page 5

A DAnce To RemembeR

The annual Father-Daughter Dance at the Chatham Community Center was a smashing suc-

cess last Friday, as evidenced by the happy twirl executed by Lily Winkfield and grandfather Tom 

Frederick. For more photos see page 37.  KAT SZMIT PHOTO

Park Com: Time To Revisit 

Municipal Swimming Pool

I n d e x

   $1.00

vol. 54  no. 7 HARWICH             EDITION

February 14, 2019          
Your Independent Source for Local News Since 1965           2  Sections

Almanac - 8Classifieds - 49Editorial - 26Ent. Sampler - 36Letters - 27Minding YourBusiness - 38Obituaries - 22

In
s i

d
e

Lobster Pots Allowed - Page 9
Comeau Honored - Page 12

Comeau Honored - Page 12

Lobster Pots Allowed - Page 9

Hinckley Home Center
138 Route 137 ♦ Harwich,  MA

Vineyard Home Center

454 State Road ♦ Vineyard Haven, MA 

www.hinckleyhomecenter.com

CAN YOU LOOK YOUR
HOME IN THE EYE AND SAY

IT’S NOT WORTH
ANDERSEN® WINDOWS?

Choose Andersen

Choose Andersen®®And And Nothing Less
Nothing Less

©2018 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved.

Fire Engine Swap Could SaveHarwich $1Mby William F. GalvinHARWICH — Fire Chief Norman Clarke wants to make 

changes to the department’s major equipment purchases 

in the capital plan which could save the town $1 million 

and reduce the number of fire trucks in the department.

“We’re putting all our eggs in one basket,” Clarke told 

selectmen.
 He proposes to change the capital plan by eliminating 

the purchase of a $600,000 fire engine in FY20 and a 

ladder truck replacement for $1.4 million in FY24, and 

instead purchasing a “quint” in FY21 for $1 million. 

A quint can do all the functions of both trucks, Deputy 

Fire Chief David LeBlanc told selectmen. The big change 

is in the size of the ladder. The ladder truck is capable of 

reaching from 75 to 110 feet, LeBlanc said, but height is 

less important than its reach, or ability to get closer to a 

structure. The quint’s ladder is 40 feet shorter but is able 

to get closer to a house.

by Alan PollockHARWICH — With the February sun streaming 

through the windows on a recent morning, John and 

Helen Beck sat together at a table at Rosewood Manor 

in Harwich Center, sipping ginger ale.  After nearly 

70 years as husband and wife, just being together is 

enough.
Every time Helen visits her husband, he greets her 

the same way.“The first thing he says is, ‘I love you,’” she said. 

“She’s a good woman,” John replied.  He’s 90 years 

old this year and experiences memory loss; his wife is 

After Almost 70 Years TogetherLove’s Evergreen For John And Helen Beck

John and Helen Beck will celebrate 70 years of marriage in June.  ALAN POLLOCK PHOTO
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 New Contract Approved For Monomoy Educators
by Kat SzmitHARWICH - After eight months, the teachers in the 

Monomoy Regional School District have a ratified con-

tract agreement. The announcement came during Tuesday night’s 

school committee meeting, the only local meeting not 

canceled due to inclement weather, with a unanimous 

vote of approval from the school committee affirming 

the agreement. The new agreement, which is retroactively effective 

July 1 and expires June 30, 2021, included 2 percent 

salary increases for each of its three years, as well as 
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CPA Turns Down VFW
Requested Work Doesn’t Fit Historic Renovation Guidelines,
Committee Says
  CHATHAM - The Chatham VFW’s request for funding to up-
grade the heating system of its George Ryder Road facility was 
turned down by the community preservation committee last 
week. Even though a portion of the building is considered historic, committee 
members said the request did not fall under the historical renovation category 
under which it was fi led because it involved work on the non-historic portion of 
the structure. Find out more in this week’s Chronicle.

Hinckley’s Pond Alum Treatment Approved
With Long-term Monitoring
    HARWICH - It’s been a long time coming, but the conservation commission ap-
proved the town’s request to treat Hinckley’s Pond with alum to address nutrient 
pollution that has led to algae blooms and fi sh kills. With no long-term monitoring 
in place to determine any adverse impacts from the treatment, the commission 
made that one of the conditions of the grant. Get the details in Thursday’s edi-
tion of The Chronicle.

Rising Tide of Concern Drives Dredging Discussion
Orleans Citizens Forum Hears From Advocates
  ORLEANS - A plugged-up Nauset Estuary is bad for 
business, both commercial and recreational, and is a safety 
concern to boot. Those were among the arguments raised at the Orleans Citizen 
Forum on dredging held Feb. 7. Read all about it in Thursday’s Chronicle.


