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Orleans Board of Selectmen     April 9, 2018 

19 School House Road 

Orleans MA, 02563 

 

Dear Selectmen; 

 

I am writing on behalf of more than just the Massachusetts Beach Buggy 

Association. Since our incorporation in 1950, the network of Massachusetts 

outdoor sporting clubs has relied upon MBBA to function as watchdog and 

representative voice when it comes to beach access across the Commonwealth.  

 

The failure of Orleans & Chatham to reach an inter-municipal agreement for 

management of Nauset beach is already having a negative effect on Cape Cod. 

Tourists who consider access to Nauset a key part of the Cape Cod experience 

are seeking alternatives and local residents whose culture is tied to the beach 

are once again stressed because Orleans officials are choosing to play politics 

rather than work toward solutions to differing opinions. 

 

I would like to remind the Board it was both towns that participated in a 

working group that created the HCP which opened Nauset to access during the 

height of summer. The product of that cooperation was so successful that the 

concepts developed were expanded statewide. The MBBA participated in that 

working group and paid the entire cost of the contractor who wrote the actual 

document which was submitted by the town of Orleans. Evidence of this is 

widely available; especially to the media.  

 

The Massachusetts outdoor sporting community is no longer willing to allow 

local politics to threaten our culture or our economy. Similar behavior has 

already lost access on Nauset Spit. If needed our lawyers and lobbyists will 

seek relief from your mismanagement of our natural resources at both the state 

and federal level.  

 

My message today is simple. Our community is tired of access to our beaches 

being threatened by government. We urge the town of Orleans to stop 

threatening beach access and in good faith meet face to face with Chatham to 

negotiate a reasonable agreement.  

   

Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Paquette 

MBBA President 

 

 Cc: Cape Cod Chronicle, Cape Cod Times & Wicked Local Orleans  

 

http://www.mbba.net/
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